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Worship: 10:00 AM Year-Round

5010 N. McKinley Road, Flushing, MI 48433

www.flushingpres.org

December 2025 Newsletter
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While we normally think of the season we’re leaving — autumn — as one that’s
bursting with color, the winter that creeps into December is not without its colorful
splendor. There’s the beautiful pink and orange of a winter sunrise, the silver and gold of
tinsel on the tree, red bows on a green tree. We feature the purple and pink candles on our
advent wreath as we talk about peace, hope, joy, and love.

What we don’t always feature or think about, however, is the color blue. Colors
are often associated with emotion — green with envy, red for anger, blue for sadness. The
holidays are times of festivities and cheer, but grief and a deep abiding sadness can mix
and mingle with these positive emotions. We are taught that if we carry sadness with us
around these times, there’s something wrong with us. If we aren’t feeling very holly or
jolly then it must be something we’re doing wrong.

I don’t buy any of that.

We must make room for our own sadness and acknowledge the possibility of grief
in the midst of joy. Our grief does not overwhelm us, but it is there. This December, think
of what you grieve for. Lost time, broken relationships, the loss of youth and the life you
once knew. Carry that with you and bring it into worship on December 21. FPC will offer
its third annual Blue Christmas service to those of you who are weak and weary, heavy-
laden with burdens. Let us celebrate in the light of the Lord, but let us remember that the
world is broken and at times it is dark.

And as John’s gospel tells us, “The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it.”

Pastor Paul




Youth and adult Bible studies will continue to be
offered after Sunday morning worship services. For
the Christmas season, there will be no class on
December 21%, 28" or January 4". Classes will
resume on January 11", Grab your beverage and a
snack from coffee hour and join us for fellowship and
study. The youth will be meeting in the Youth Group
Room and adults will be meeting in Heaven’s
Highway. All are invited and encouraged to attend.

The Angel Tree is now up in order to provide
Christmas gifts to children in need in the Flushing
area. If you wish to participate, you will need to
select an angel and sign your name after the
appropriate number on the sign-up sheet next to the
tree. Please wrap all gifts and put all gifts for each
child in one bag (with handles). The Deadline to
return gifts is Sunday, December 14.

Sunday, December 7th, 3:00 PM. Come enjoy an
afternoon of holiday music performed by the Flint
Concert Band. There is no admission charge. A free
will offering will be accepted for the band.
Refreshments will be served following the concert. If
you can provide cookies, please sign up on the sheet
posted on the bulletin board. Help with set-up and
clean-up for the reception will also be appreciated.

Join us for a fun evening of Christmas caroling
with the choir at 3:00 PM on Sunday, December
14th. We will meet at the church for a light dinner
and then head out to go caroling. Please sign up on
the sheet posted on the bulletin board so that we will
know how many will be coming for dinner. Contact
Chris Albert at (810)252-5622 if you need more
information.

Anyone interested in singing with the choir for
Advent please join us for rehearsals on
Wednesdays at 6:30 PM. The choir will be singing
on December 7th and Christmas Eve. If you have
any questions, please contact Chris Albert at
(810)252-562

TR
come, let us
adore bim!

Christmas Eve Service

Sunday, December 24th at 7:00 PM
Prelude music by the Chancel Choir and Handbell
Choir will begin at 6:45.

Be sure to arrive early for the Prelude!!
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| Please
Note

The Church Office will be closed December 24 -
29, December 31 and January 1.

ANCELED

</

Church Cancellation Policy

C

Please keep in mind that we are heading into the
colder winter months. There is a possibility that
worship services will be cancelled due to inclement
weather. This is not a process the pastor has
unilateral decision-making over. The decision to
cancel service comes from the pastor, the clerk of
session, the chair of property, and the chair of
spiritual growth. Once a decision to cancel has been
reached, an email will be sent to the congregation, a
post will be put on Facebook, and the local news will
be alerted to put it on their closing list.

Regardless of whether service is canceled = please
remember to use your best judgment when it
comes to going out on the roads when winter
weather occurs. Your safety is paramount.

Flowers for the Sanctuary — Flowers are a delight
and brighten up the sanctuary. Please consider
signing up to supply flowers to help us celebrate with
you or just to bring a smile to the faces of our church
family. The signup sheet is on the bulletin board by
Pastor Paul’s office. There are many open dates for
which you may sign up. If you sign up to provide
flowers for a Sunday morning worship, you are
responsible for ordering what you want. Both
Flushing Florist and Village Florist have keys to the
church and will deliver flowers if you so choose.
You may also purchase your flowers at a place of
your choosing and bring them in yourself on Sunday
morning. You are welcome to take your arrangement
home after the service. If you are remembering or
honoring a loved one, be sure to mark that on the
calendar or call the church office by noon on the
Wednesday prior to the Sunday you are providing
flowers in order to have it printed in the Sunday
bulletin. If you have any questions, please call the
church office.

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING

Every Christmas, we express our gratitude for the birth of our savior by supporting
the Christmas Joy Offering. This offering distributes gifts equally to the Assistance
Program of the Board of Pensions (which provides critical financial support to church
workers and their families) and to Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges
(which provide education and leadership development while nurturing racial and ethnic
heritage). Please give generously to Christmas Joy this year by using the special envelopes

in the pews or by indicating "Christmas Joy" on the memo line of your check.




Schedule

December 7

Communion Preparer: Shirley Sanborn
Communion Servers: Gary Albert, Denise & Bill
Churchill, Dennis Sanborn

Flowers: Kenn & Amy VanHouzen

Sound Board Operator: Brett Albert

Ushers: Gary Albert, Denise & Bill Churchill
Lay Leader: Mike Keeler

Streaming: Randy Socha

Nursery: Mark Jacobson

December 14

Flowers:

Sound Board Operator:

Ushers: Kathy Lescelius, Kathy Miller, Sandy Tucker
Lay Leader: Annette Nickel

Streaming: Mike Keeler

Nursery:

December 21

Flowers: Sandy & Scott Tucker

Sound Board Operator:

Ushers: Shirley Delbridge, Mark Jacobson, Scott Tucker
Lay Leader: Julie Socha

Streaming: Kelli Peter

Nursery: Lisa Judson

December 24

Communion Preparers: Sandy & Scott Tucker
Communion Servers:

Sound Board Operator:

Ushers:

Streaming:

December 28

Flowers:

Sound Board Operator:

Ushers: Gary Albert, Sandy Snyder
Lay Leader: Kelli Peter
Streaming: Scott Smith

Book Club will meet at noon on Tuesday,
December 16, at the home of Kathy Lescelius.
Please RSVP if you plan to attend — (810)444-4857.

&LUSHING CHRISTIAN
OUTREACH CENTER,

The special focus items requested by the Flushing
Christian Outreach Center (FCOC) for
November are canned tuna, canned chicken and
peanut butter. If you can help by providing these
items, or any other non-perishable food or personal
care items, there is a collection basket for the FCOC
in the shelving unit just outside of the kitchen.

Upcoming Communion Dates . ..
December 7 & 24

B

gﬁ © ANNIVERSARIES

12 Tim Stein

17 Katy & Robert Churchill
14 Joyce Hudson-Freeman
23 Robert Churchill

26 Margaret Meehle

27 Sherry Bradish

29 Emilie Wiley




Lectionary
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December 7: Isa. 11:1-10 and Ps. 72:1-7, 18-19;
Rom. 15:4-13; Matt. 3:1-12

December 14: Tsa. 35:1-10 and Ps. 146:5-10 or
Luke 1:46b-55; James 5:7-10; Matt. 11:2-11

December 21: Isa. 7:10-16 and Ps. 80:1-7, 17-19;
Rom. 1:1-7 Matt. 1:18-25

December 28: Isa. 63:7-9 and Ps. 148; Heb. 2:10-
18; Matt. 2:13-23

\,=r Financial
~'3 Highlights

Average 2025 Collections $3,327
Average October Collections $4,700
Average 2024 Collections $3,302
Average needed for 2025 Budget $4,229

Blood

DRIVE

The Red Cross will be holding a Blood Drive at
our church on Monday, December 1, from 12:00 -
5:45 PM. To schedule an appointment to donate
blood, log onto redcrossblood.org, sponsor code:
Flushing Community or call 1-800-Red-Cross (1-
800-733-2767).

come, let us
adore him!

Flushing Christian Qutreach Center (FCOC) is in
need of volunteers to add to their staff in both the
Food Center and the Clothing Center. Volunteers
work a scheduled two-hour shift once a week. There
are many opportunities available, from up-front and
personal to behind the scenes. If you have a heart for
service, contact FCOC at (810)487-2223.

Flushing Presbyterian Church
2025 Session

Budget & Finance
Ed Davison
Scott Smith

Community Outreach
Mary Beth Hawes
Kathy Miller

Member Care
Lisa Judson
Sandy Snyder

Property Team
Mark Jacobson

Scott Tucker

Spiritual Growth
Kelli Peter
Sandy Tucker




ONGOING OPPORTUNITIES
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The Book Club meets at 12:00 PM on the third
Tuesday of the month. All are welcome! Contact
Margaret Meehle for information.

Bread for Life is a program that provides
weekend food for students that have been
identified by the Flushing Schools as needing
such assistance. Our church provides a portion
of the funds for this project. Volunteers pack the
bags for this program at 10:00 AM on Thursdays,
at Flushing Community Church on West Pierson
Road.

Card Ministry...Sympathy, Get Well, Thinking
of You, Birthday and Christmas cards are
collected for our on-going card ministry. Please
deliver cards to Margaret Meehle or the church
office.

Digital Church . . . Our Sunday morning
worship service is on video and can be viewed
via a link on our website (flushingpres.org) or
watched live-streamed on YouTube on Sunday
mornings or at another time of your choosing.

i”EFLUSHING CHRISTIAN
OUTREACH CGENTER

FCOC (Flushing Christian Outreach Center)
One of the ways we support the Outreach Center
is by collecting food and personal care items.
The collection basket is located in the shelving
unit just outside of the kitchen.

MEN'S
FELLOWSHIP

Men’s Fellowship/Bible Study...This group
meets for breakfast and study at 9:00 AM on
Thursdays at Liberty Restaurant on Pierson
Road. (September through May) All men are
welcome.
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Music

Opportunities

Music Opportunities . . .The Chancel Choir
(Vocal choir) has rehearsals at 6:30 PM on
Wednesdays and the Handbell Choir rehearses
at 6:30 PM on Tuesdays (September through
May). Please contact Chris Albert for
information on the chancel choir and Marilyn
Schmoak for info on the Handbell Choir.

The Noisy Offering is
collected on the second
Sunday of each month.
This offering is part of
“Two Coins a Meal” that
funds hunger programs
locally and around the
world.

The Noisy
Offering
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Ronald McDonald House

Aluminum tabs from beverage and other
containers are collected and donated to the
Ronald McDonald House in Ann Arbor to help
support families who stay there while their
children are hospitalized at the Children's
Hospital. Collection box is located in the
shelving unit in the hall outside of the kitchen.

Opportunities
To Serve

Session Teams...All members are invited to
serve as “at-large” members on our Session
Teams: Spiritual Growth, Community Outreach,
Member Care, Property and Budget & Finance.
The church office can put you in contact with the
team chairperson.

SOUP KITCHEN

Soup Kitchen...Volunteers work at the North
End Soup Kitchen in Flint on the second Tuesday
of each month, from 9:00 AM — 1:00 PM.

The Norsy
Offering

Please address questions to the contact
person listed or call the church office at
(810)659-5831



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
12:00 PM — Blood Drive | 9:30 AM — Presbytery 6:00 PM - Girl Scouts 6:00 PM — Canasta Club | Church Office Closed
Meeting 6:30 PM - Chancel Choir | 6:00 PM - Wood Carvers
6:30 PM — Handbell
Choir
7 Communion 8 9 10 11 12 13
3:00 PM — Flint Concert | 6:00 PM-B & F 9:00 AM - North End 6:00 PM - Girl Scouts 9:30 AM — Member Care | Church Office Closed
Band Christmas Concert | 6:30 PM - Girl Scouts Soup Kitchen 6:30 PM - Chancel Choir | 6:00 PM - Wood Carvers
6:30 PM - Spiritual 6:30 PM — Property
Growth 6:30 PM — Handbell
Choir
14 Noisy Offering | 15 16 17 18 19 20
3:00 PM — Dinner & 12:00 PM — Book Club 10:00 AM - Community | 6:00 PM - Wood Carvers | Church Office Closed
Christmas Caroling 6:30 PM — Handbell Outreach
Choir 6:00 PM - Girl Scouts
6:30 PM - Chancel Choir
21 22 23 24 25 Merry Christmas 26 27
6:00 PM — Session Church Office Closed Church Office Church Office Closed
6:45 PM — Prelude Closed
Music
7:00 PM — Christmas ‘
Eve Worship Service A= i
g
28 29 30 31 1
Church Office Closed Church Office Closed Happy New Year!
Church Office Closed

***Please note that the church office is closed on Fridays***




